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the French slipped across the few yards which divided
their foremost trench from the enemy and seized the
Malakoff before the surprised Russians had time to
bring reinforcements to the support of the too few
men who held this essential position, and then he
turned to the different picture of the heroic but fruit-
less attack by the British on the Redan. Those who
entered the Redan were left almost unsupported, and
Colonel Windharn, in desperation, at last determined
to leave his men in their extremity, in order to go back
to the fifth parallel and implore help from Sir William
Codrington. Meanwhile the force at the Redan was
weakening before the continuous flow of Russian
reinforcements.

11 The solid weight of the advancing mass, urged on
and fed each moment from the rear by company after
company, and battalion after battalion, prevailed at
last against the isolated and disjointed band, which
had abandoned that protection which unanimity of
courage affords, and had lost the advantages of disci-
pline and obedience. As though some giant rock
advanced into the sea, and forced back the agitated
waters that buffeted it, so did the Russian columns
. press down against the spray of soldiery which fretted
their edge with fire and steel, and contended in vain
against their weight. The struggling band was forced
back by the enemy, who moved on, crushing friend
and foe beneath their solid tramp. Bleeding, panting,
and exhausted, our men lay in heaps in the ditch
beneath the parapet, sheltered themselves behind
stones and in bomb craters in the external slope of the
work, or tried to pass back to our advanced parallel and
sap, having to run the gauntlet of a tremendous fire."

Russell's narrative was not only an exculpation but
a laudation of Wmdham. When he had returned to
England people used to say to him, " Windharo is
your general" "But," writes Russell, "it was the